Life, Parentage, and Laſt Dying Words, 


Of RICHARD PARKER, who was eXCeculr. 0 On board the L' Apion, in tl he 


River Medway, on Friday, 


June 30, 797, for Mutiny and Diſobedience 


of Orders, on board the Sandwich Man of War at the Nore. 


| RICHARD PARKER, who has ſo lately fallen 
a ſacrifice to the laws of his country, is ſaid 


to be deſcended from a reſpettable family in Exe- 


ter. He obtained a good education, was bred in 
the Navy, and about the concluſion of the Ameri- 
can war, was an acting Lieutenant in one of his 
MaJesrty's ſhips. 
on of a conſideravle ſum of money, and ſhortly 
after he went to Scotland, 
daughter in Aberdeenſhire, with whom he received 
a decent patrimony. 
employment, he ſoon finiſhed his fortune, and be- 
came involved in debt, on accout of which he was 
caſt into Edinburgh jail, where he was at the time 
the counties were railing ſeamen for the Navy. 


He then entered as one of the volunteers for 


and married a farmer's 


He ſoon came into the poſſeſſi- 


At this time, being without 


| Perthſhire, received the bounty, and was relcaled 


from priſon, upon paying the incarcerating credi- 


tor a part of his bounty. He vas put on board the 
tender then in Leith Roads, commanded by Cap- 


tain Warsox; who carried him, with many others, ; 
On the paſſage, Captain Warson F 
_ diſtinguiſhed PARKER, both by his TOP and 2 


to the Nore. 


polite addreſs. 


le was, after a trial of three days found ty” 
= of mutiny, &c. and ordered go be executed, which. \ 
_ ſentence was put In execution on Friday, ; June 30, 


oo 797 as will appear by the following 
Entrati of a Letter, dated July Is: 1797. 


Yeſterday morning, at eight o'clock, A. M. a 


gun was fired from on board his Majeſty's ſhip {| 
L Eſpion, lying off che garriſon, Vice- Admiral Lut- 
widge's flag- hip, and the yeilow-flag, the ſignal of _ 
Capital puniſhment, was hoiſted, which was imme 2 
diately repgated by the Sandw ich hoiſting the ſame. : 

| The Sandwich was ſtati- 
oned rather above Blackſtäkes, the headmoſt ſhip 
garriſon, on the gun-firing, were 


colour on her fore-top. 


of the fleet. The 


O 


immediately under arms, conſiſting of the Eaſt, 
and Welt York, and Welt Norfolk Militia, a corps 
Of Invalids, and a train of Artillery; all of which 
Vith fixed bayonets marched out of the Sally Port 
Gate, with their colours flying, and proceeded in 
ſingle files along the South ſhore of the Medway, 
near to Queenborough, in order to be W 


| of the event. 


AY the Barrier Gates of * Garriſon were now | i 


„ 


ſtorboard fide, to a platform erected on the cat-head, 


Et etition” was read by the C 75 . 


c hut, and each ſhip in the fleet at this time ſent a 


boat off with a Lieutenant, and a party of Marines, 
io attend the Sandwich; and the crews of all were 


piped to the forecaltle, and the Marines drawn up 


on the quarter-decks, to be witneſſes of the executi- 
The Priſoner, who had taken his uſual repaſt 


On. 


in the birth allotted him in the gun-room, and paſſ- 


ed the night in great compoſure, was awaked a lit- 


dle after ſix o'clock from a found ſleep, by the Mar- 
| thall Provoſt, who with a file of Marines, compoſed 


his guard: he aroſe with chearfulneſs, and requeſt- 


him, which was granted; he ſoon dreſſed himſelf 
in a neat ſuit of mourning, (waiſtcoat excepted), 


{ent him by a friend of the name of Templar, wear- | 


ing his half-boots over a pair of black filk ſtock- 


ngs: 


7 


he then took his breakfaſt, talked of a 07/0 


he had written, in which he had bequeathed to his 


wile a little eftate he ſaid he was heir to; and after 
that lamented the misfortune that had been brought 
on the country by the mutiny, but ſolemnly denied 


233 the leaſt connection or ene wil any 


diſaſfedled perfons on ſores and declared, that it 
was chiefly owing to him that the ſhips had not been 
carried into the enemies ports | 


At half aſter eight he was told the Chaplain of 
the ſhip was ready to attend him to prayers on the 


quarter-deck, which he immediately aſcended, un- 5 


dd permiſſion might be aſked for a barber to attend 


„ the clok (ſe of t. 


under which 1 f 


the Bon in 8 Mate, 


be ſubmitted, requeſting it might not be pu 


tain Moſs, is the gun primed?“ — 


covered. At firſt he looked a little paler than com- 
mon, but ſoon recovercd iis uſual complexion: 
he bowed to the officers, and a chair be! ing allowed 
him, he ſat down a few moments, and ſtcadily ſar: 


veyed the military array of marines under arms 


round the deck: he then arole, and told the cler- 
gyman he wiſhed to attend him. The chaplain ; in- 


formed him he had feleticd wo Pfalms appropriate 


to his ſituation; to which the priloner aflenting, 
laid, „ And Wich your pe miflion, Sir, I will add 
third,” and named the 51ſt, that bea tie conſel- 
Bona! ol David, “ Heve mercy upon me, O Cod, 
He ien recited each alternate verde in a 


manner peculiarly impreſſive. At nine o'clock the 


| Preparatory gun was fired from LE Elpion, which he 
heard without the ſmalleſt emotion. 


Prayers being 8 


loon after clofed, he roſe, and aſbed Capt. Mols 


af he might be indul-ed with a glaſs of wine, Which 
being immediately granted, be took 1t, and lifting 


F drink firſt to the 11 


up his eyes, exclamed—& 


vation of my foul !-—and next to the forgivencſ: 
ol all my enemies ! — Addreſſing Rtunfelf to Capt. 
Mols, he laid“ he hoped he w ould ſhake hands 
With him; 

e that he might be remembered to his COMPANIONS | 
on board the Neptune; 
e treaty to them, to prepare for their deſtiny, and 
„ reirain from unbecoming LEvity !'—His arms 
being now bound, the folemn procefſion moved 
from the qu-rter-deck to the forecallle, in the kol. 
Ty wg: manner. he | 


” which the Captain did; he then deſired | 


with his lait 


dvi ing en 


1 he Bate ain 2 Mates, | 
The Marſhall Prov olt, his ty ord 1 in one 5 and; 21 nd the | 


| e in the other. 


3. Ceptain's Clerk of the Suridwick; bearing 55 war- 5 


rant of execution under the ſcal of the Vice Admiral. 
, The Rev. Mer; Atherton, Chaplain of the Sandwich, 
5, The Priſoner in mou: Ake Walking W th a fam de- 


5 Portmen: t. 


5. The hip” 8 alter fn arms, W wk his how n eutl⸗ {s, | 
Captain Moſs and his of cer 'S, With two or three other 
Centlemetg who were admitted on-board. 
The whole palſed through a do Able file of marines on the 
Arriv- 
with the chaplain, and joined in ſomæ 
to 5 25 which he repeated loudly | 
Riling again, Admiral's Warrant of Exe... 
Which the: Priſoncr heard 
, and bowed his head 
He now alked the ca! tai „ 
might be allowed to ſpeak -und imined! tate ly :;:prehend-. 
ing his intention might be milconceived, he added“ I am 
not going, Sir, toe ddreſs the > {ſhip's company !—-I wiſh only 
to declare, that Lac knowledge the juſtice of the ſentence. 
after, and I hope my ccath may be a ſuf. 
hcient atonement, at ad; lave the lives of others!“ —He now 
requeſted a minute to collect him fig and kaclt about that 
ſpace of time alone : ; then riſing u Ps > Taid, * Jam ready 1” - 
and holding his head up with contiderable dignity, ſaid to 
5 take off my handkerchief,” (black 
fk) which being done, the Marſhal Provoſt placed the hal- 
ter over his head (v hich had been prepared with creaſe), 
but doing it awkwardly, the Priſoner {aid to the Boatiwain's 
Mate, . + Do you cog for he ſeems to know nothing «bout. 
it!? 'Cheg halter was*then ſpliced to the reeved rope: all 
this being àdjuſted, the Marfhal attempted to put 2 cap on, 
whichYe Se WE but on being told it was indiſpentthic, 
ed over his 
eyes till he defired it. He then turned rowu:d, for tae Hit 
time, and gave a ſteady lobe s ſhipmates on the fore 
caſtle, and with an affectionate kind of finile, noda: 5 his 
head, and ſaid Good bye to you!“ Ile now laid, © © a. 
It is.—,'Is the match 
alight ?““ All is ready.“ —on this he advanced a little, 
and ſaid ““ Will any Gentleman be ſo good as lend me 2 
white handkerchicf for the ſignal ?” After ſoine little 


ing there, he knelt 
de vout ej aculations ; 
Amen.“ 


4 
& 4 
with great attention d. 


pauſe, a Gentleman ſtepped forward; and gave him on” 10 
whom bowing he returned his thanks Ile now atcnd ded 
the platform, repeated the lame queſtions about ihe gun, 
evidently to gain the time he withed for the perfect comple. 


tion of what he preconcerted in his own mind, then the cap 
being drawn over his face, walking by firm degrees up to 
the ext:emity of the ſcaffold, he dropped the handkerchief, 
and was immediately launched into eternity. After aug- 


ing a full hour, his body v. was taken down and ſent en ſhure 


for interment, | 


28 if in aſſent, at 
Whether he 


